
Bergquist Pot Life Application Note

Frequently Asked Question

Pot life for two-part liquid gap filling designs is generally defined and
understood as the amount of time that a catalyzed (1) material remains
workable in assembly. Since pot life or working life is loosely defined by
industry standards, interpretations and results vary widely.

For general design and validation, Bergquist Thermal Products Division utilizes and rec-
ommends a relative pot life metric that is defined as the doubling of initial viscosity (2).
This guideline is intended to provide our customers with relative experience and under-
standing of pot life as measured on any liquid gap filling product (3) available from Bergquist.

Understanding that pot life alone does not fully address suitability for dispensing,
Bergquist recommends that our customer's validate their acceptance criteria for produc-
tion. For additional technical support, please contact Bergquist Product Management.

Notes:

1. Bergquist offers several curing chemistries. For two-part liquid gap filling designs, cat-
alyzation initiates when part A is mixed with part B. For single part designs, catalyza-
tion initiates when the activation energy level (i.e. the minimum thermal threshold) is
met and maintained.

2. Per ASTM D2196 utilizing a Brookfield rheometer with defined spindle, spindle speed
(rpm), and temperature.

3. Depending upon customer requirements, pot life may be measured by several
accepted methods including Brookfield, Parallel Plate, and Capillary rheometers.
Please contact product management for training on the capabilities and limitations
of each measurement method.

What is pot life and how is it useful for design
and validation of Bergquist thermal products?Q:

A:
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THE FOLLOWING IS MADE IN LIEU OF ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING THE IMPLIED
WARRANTIES OF MARKETABILITY AND FITNESS FOR PURPOSE. Sellers’ and manufacturers’ only obligation shall be to
replace such quantity of the product proved to be defective. Before using, user shall determine the suitability of the product
for its intended use, and the user assumes all risks and liability whatsoever in connection therewith. NEITHER SELLER NOR
MANUFACTURER SHALL BE LIABLE EITHER IN TORT OR IN CONTRACT FOR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE, DIRECT,
INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL, INCLUDING LOSS OF PROFITS OR REVENUE ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR
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